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The University of Dayton 
PHILOSOPHER LOUIS DUPRE 
TO RECEIVE UD'S MARIANIST AWARD 
News Release 
Jan. 17, 1992 
Contact: Pam Huber 
DAYTON, Ohio -- From Marxism to mysticism, philosopher Louis 
Dupre stands as a significant Catholic intellectual force both ~n the 
United States and abroad. In recognition of his contributions to the 
Catholic intellectual tradition, Dupre will receive the University of 
Dayton's 1992 Marianist Award on Thursday, Jan. 23. 
A highlight of UD's Marianist Heritage Week celebrations, Dupre's 
presentation on the joys and responsibilities of being a Catholic 
teacher will be held at 3:30 p.m. in the Kennedy Union East Ballroom 
with a reception to follow. The presentation and reception are open 
to the public. 
Considered one of the preeminent Catholic philosophers of 
religion of his generation, Dupre has held Yale University's highest 
chair in Roman Catholic studies, the T. Lawrence Riggs professorship 
in religious studies, since 1973. Before joining the Yale faculty, 
the Belgian-born philosopher taught at Georgetown University from 1958 
to 1972 and was a visiting professor at the University of California 
at Santa Barbara and st. Louis University. 
One of his former students, the Rev. James Heft, S.M., UD 
provost, remembers taking Dupre's graduate course in the thought and 
writing of Soren Kierkegaard at Georgetown in 1968. "It was one of 
the best courses I ever had--ever," Heft said, recalling "the 
intensity of his lectures and how well thought out they were. They 
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absorbed every single minute of class. We read eight books in six 
weeks. The course raised fundamental questions about faith, reason, 
commitment and the individual versus community. It was a marvelous 
experience." 
A summa cum laude graduate of the University of Louvain, Dupre 
received a government grant to publish his doctoral dissertation, The 
starting Point of Marxist Philosophy, which in 1956 received the J.M. 
Huyghe prize in social studies. That same year he received a study 
grant from the Danish government to do research on Kierkegaard at the 
Royal Library in Copenhagen. He emigrated to the United States in 
1958. 
Dupre has been a fellow of the American Council of Learned 
Societies (1968), president of the American Catholic Philosophical 
Association (1971) and president of the Hegel Society of America 
(1972). A prize-winning essayist, he is also the author or editor of 
more than a dozen books in several languages including The 
Philosophical Foundations of Marxism, Transcendent Selfhood, The 
Deeper Life, and The Common Life. 
As one of Dupre's honorary degree citations notes, "His works 
indicate he is equally comfortable examining the writings of classical 
thinkers like Augustine and Aquinas and modernists like Marx and 
Kierkegaard, or exploring questions on spirituality and the 
development of western mystical tradition." 
The Marianist Award, which includes a $5,000 stipend, honors a 
Roman Catholic for significant scholarship and academic achievement. 
Previous recipients are John Tracy Ellis, Rosemary Haughton, Timothy 
O'Meara, Walter Ong, S.J., Sidney Callahan and John T. Noonan Jr. 
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For media interviews, call Louis Dupre at (203) 397-0181. To arrange 
interviews during his visit to UD, call Pam Huber at (513) 229-3241. 
